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COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic was first introduced to the United States in January 2020. As soon as COVID-19 was identified, many things started to change. I remember being in the classroom while hearing about the pandemic in China; we never thought it would affect us. We were on our spring break when COVID spread quickly. Because of this highly infectious disease, our break was extended, and we never returned back to school. At the time, us seniors were ecstatic to have a shorter school year but realized we would never have a last day of school, amongst many other things. 
I realized that I would never get to tell my favorite teachers goodbye or have a graduation. Taking all of this in, I was extremely heartbroken. I had always been so ready to graduate and go to college but what I realized is that we all take so many things for granted. This year being a prime example of this, we all have suffered greatly from the pandemic. Whether it be us missing out on our last year of high school, losing family members due to the disease, or having the disease we have suffered a great deal of change in our world. We first started taking precautions by social distancing and wearing a mask. In the beginning, I hated wearing a mask and how it made me feel, but now it is the new “normal”. Because of this drastic change that has become a part of everyday life, I do not remember what it is like to go in public without a mask.
My thoughts about COVID-19 is that it is a serious disease that has caused the lives of many, and we should be careful to prevent the spread of it. Despite of the precautions, we must not live in fear and should continue to make the best of our lives every day even if it involves social distancing and wearing a mask. We should also not argue with each other about our views on COVID because in the end, it is still a threatening disease. We should work together to overcome this pandemic as a whole and become more unified as a nation.
Whenever East Carolina announced that we would be on campus for the fall semester, I did not have high hopes that we would be here for long. I knew that once we got here and were all together, people would not abide by the rules causing COVID to spread rapidly among us. We were given many rules on how to prevent the spread of the disease which were: wearing a mask everywhere on campus except in our dorm rooms, doing a daily symptom tracker, and washing our hands frequently. Sadly, these precautions/rules were not enough to keep us on campus for longer than three weeks. We were kicked off of campus with the switch to all online classes. I moved off campus and got an apartment in Greenville, so I am still here.
 Online classes have definitely been very challenging for me since I am a nursing major. I have really struggled this semester with learning chemistry online, as I learn better when someone sits down beside me and explains things in depth. If classes were in person, I know that I would not be struggling as hard and experiencing as many issues. Since I have not been doing well in chemistry, the thing that concerns me is that that this will have an effect on my future. This is because chemistry is a required course to get into nursing school and if I do not succeed in it, then nursing can potentially be out of the picture. This truly saddens me because I have wanted to be a nursing major since I was diagnosed with type one diabetes at the age of twelve. Overall, I am trying to stay positive and adjust to all of the things we are having to do. I know that this will not be forever, and I must push through, there will be an end to all of this one day.
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