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Starting my first semester of college during a pandemic was probably one of the craziest experiences I’ve been through. Coming in and not really knowing who had Covid-19 and scared to shake people hands was very challenging. Its already hard as a freshman trying to adjust to the college life, but during a pandemic makes it even worse. I play on the football team, so I had to be extra aware of my surrounding and who I was around because at any given moment I could of give it to my teammates or even worst my family. For about a good three weeks, I didn’t go home, just the fact of fearing I would have it and not knowing it and then giving it to my parents, my siblings, and worse than anything my grandparents. I didn’t start visiting until they had the football team getting tested twice a week. One thing that I hated the most about this pandemic was now you had to walk to get to your classes instead of having the choice to take the bus which I didn’t realize was so important until I got here. Then the fact that we had to wear face masks during class, which I totally understood but after a certain amount of time its gets tiring and annoying having to breathe hot air in and then getting in trouble if you took it off for a couple of minutes. 

Honestly, being on campus and then seeing everyone else leave after two weeks was definitely disappointing but I had a feeling that it was going to happen because people were still going out to large gatherings and not having their masks on them. During that time, I was just beginning to meet and create great friendships with people from different parts of the U.S. Now that its barely anyone on campus except for me, the football team, and other sports programs, everything closes early and the food in Todd Dining Hall isn’t as great anymore as it was. It’s definitely weird not seeing everyone anymore. I personally love going out eat with friends and playing video games in the dorm, but I had a couple of friends who actually ended up getting Covid-19 and having to relocate where they were staying, so I had to keep my distance which also made my first semester of college experience worse, I had to be caution around my friends now.

Since the Chancellor of ECU decided to have everyone leave campus, all our classes are now online which I had mixed emotions about. I find it hard to learn in specific classes because now you can’t really ask questions like that anymore. Especially when taking math or chemistry classes. I feel like some subjects you to be there in person, face to face to actually understand. What I find good in the situation is now we don’t walk to class anymore or get up early instead we can get straight out of our beds to our online classes.
